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feet deep, where many 
managers and workers 
incorrectly believe they can 
quickly escape if a trench 
wall collapses.

Failure to support or 
shield the trench walls as 
excavation proceeds, even 
in apparently “good” soil, 
invariably exposes workers 
to great danger. For safety’s 
sake, all trenches should 
be considered potentially 
lethal, until adequately 
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